30 june - 17 september 2001

Distinguished guests

The title distinguished guests refers to the Palace and its role being opened to a wide public for the first time as an official venue of the Royal Family of the Netherlands. From June 30 to September 17 the Palace will be arrayed at its most festive as though very important dignitaries are expected. 

Although the Royal Palace of Amsterdam does appear to be closed from the outside, the interior is impressive and a real hive of activity. Not only are very many public functions held in the Palace, such as the annual exhibition of young artists, but also regular official events of a private nature. Foreign heads of state visiting the Netherlands almost always stay in the Palace. Her Majesty the Queen and His Royal Highness Prince Claus hold their annual New Year Receptions here, and prize-giving ceremonies and host a banquet each year for the foreign Corps Diplomatique. The Palace, Particularly the Citizens’ Hall is always a festive venue for these events.

The royal receptions in what was formerly a seventeenth-century Town Hall are the focal point of this coming Summer Exhibition. The highlights of the collection of historical dinner services and table silver belonging to the Royal Household, which are used when the Palace accommodates a formal dinner or lunch, or when breakfast needs to be served, will be on display. Designs of Sèvres, Royal Worcester, Königliche Porzellan Manufaktur and Meissen can all be admired. The dinner services were often gifts presented by visiting heads of state. Table silver will be on show, made by Van Kempen, Begeer and Bonebakker, centre-pieces by Hunt & Roskell, crystal from the houses of Rosenthal and Venetiaans and candleabras and fine linnen all belonging to the Royal Family. In short, a festive table, decked for a King.  


A number of remarkable receptions will be focused on such as those given for the German Kaiser Wilhelm II in 1891, the French president Faillères in 1911, King Leopold III of the Belgians in 1938, Sir Winston Churchill in 1946 and president Nelson Mandela of South Africa in 1999. 

