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The painter Jacob de Wit. Master of deception (1695 – 1754)

Jacob de Wit is one of the most respected frauds ever to have worked in Amsterdam's former town hall. He produced 13 sculptures for the City Council Chamber, but not a single one is carved from stone. Instead, they are brilliantly deceptive oil paintings. De Wit's most important work is also in this room. It is a 5 x 13 metre painting of the biblical story of Moses and the Seventy Elders, executed in 1737. De Wit was apparently so proud to receive this commission that he secretly included two portraits of himself milling in the crowd. The exhibition in the 'De Wit Room' gives an impression of all the preparation that went into these works, from sketches to the fascinating end result: one of the most richly decorated rooms in Amsterdam's Royal Palace.

