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Backhuysen at the helm. Marine painter and director of the Royal Palace Art Gallery (1630 – 1708)

Ludolf Bakhuysen (1630 – 1708), a gifted calligrapher, started his career as a clerk and bookkeeper in the service of the famous Amsterdam merchant Guillelmo Bartolotti. The superb marine paintings in ink on panel by his fellow townsman William van de Velde the Elder inspired him to try his hand at the same technique. Painting in oil was the next challenge. He soon mastered the art and embarked on a hugely successful career as a painter of colourful seascapes. Bakhuysen was also the director of what is believed to have been Amsterdam’s first art academy and gallery. It was housed in the town hall, which is now the Royal Palace. Backhuysen at the helm showcases work by this versatile and highly talented artist. It presents a fascinating selection of both famous and lesser known paintings and drawings.
